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and indigenous peoples everywhere. 
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A Note from the
Executive Director

 

 
Greetings to All, 
 
During the month of October, across the IPA Network we have been reflecting on
the question: how have the Commitments from the 7th IPA Assembly encouraged
me/us to live and what is my/our experience of responding to the Commitments at
Local Community, Congregational/Unit level and at an international level?

During this time of reflection, I was invited to spend time (virtually) with eleven
Novices from Units of the Union in Africa, India, and Pakistan, to share the
evolving story of IPA beginning with the first conversation between Presentation
Leaders in Rome in 1981.

It was life-giving for these young women to hear that Nano’s vision of being of
service across the world continues to become a reality.   As Presentation Novices
they were excited to be part of a worldwide network working for justice in our
world, and grateful for the opportunity to be informed.

For me, personally as a Presentation Sister and in role as the IPA Executive
Director, this was a moment of encouragement and hope.

As we approach the nine
days leading to the feast of
the Presentation, we
remember these young
women who today are
following in Nano’s
footsteps and will carry the
Lantern into the future.
 

 
Presentation Day Blessings,
Ann Marie  
______________
Ann Marie Quinn PBVM
IPA Executive Director

A Reflection from the
Spirituality & Charism Animator

 

 
Dear Presentation People, 

Presentation Day - 2022

Thousands of Presentation women, since 1775, have followed Christ, with a love for
Mary of the Presentation.

Tradition tells us that the young girl Mary was presented in the temple at the
tender age of three. 

In the hidden, promising space of the temple, she grew to simply live in the
Presence of Holy Mystery 

Who in time enabled her, To Be Silently Present to Holy Mystery of
Incarnate God!
     
  Who grew in strength and Wisdom
                    Celebrated at festive times
                                   Suffered and died
                                           Rose again with Easter joy!
 

Mary’s response at the Annunciation was a YES. Her revolutionary song of joy
proclaimed the depth of an uncertain knowing. There was an eager openness to
receive newness, which was being unraveled for her. She trusted the Mystery which
her heart looked for. Her seeking and finding were nurtured in the hidden space
within. The Wellspring of that knowing-her spirituality flowed generously into her
words and actions; she touched it as yeast in the dough she mixed, and the mustard
she added into food; as she turned her eyes to listen to birds sing and look at lilies
bloom and fade. The mystery of loving creativity flowed into her encounters and
service. She sang of Sacred presence who looked on her lowliness with favour,
blessed her and did great things for her, and fed the hungry, lifted the
lowly....loving all those who are despised and belittled.
 
Pope Francis wisely cautioned us, in April 2013, that our presence “is a story of
love....the Church is not an NGO....but when organization takes first place, love falls
down and the Church becomes a NGO. And this is not the way forward. The Church
begins in the heart of the Father..”

Can we too as Presentation People, Be likewise,

     Spend time with Whole Making Presence so that
our restless discomforts boldly embrace Truth and
Love from the depths of our Beings?
     Embrace holy anger at injustice to contribute towards works of
compassionate justice, freedom and peace?
     Weep tears aloud and in silence for the pain, rejection and exclusion
sowed around us and seek a dignified comfort and inclusion?

In one word, can we Love fearlessly,
faithful to the deepest bonds we share
with Holy Mystery at the Core of all
Being?
 
In celebrating the feast of Mary’s gracious
presence, we also remember St. Joseph, a
“generous presence, who cared for and
defended Mary and Jesus” – L.Si 242.
 
Presentation Day Greetings from IPA to
the International Presentation Family.

[Art work used in this reflection are

added with permission from Mary Southard, CSJ]

--
Lancia Rodrigues, PBVM
IPA Spirituality and Charism Animator
ipasandcanimator@gmail.com 

A Word from the
Programme Action Leader

 

Dear Presentation People:
 
Warm greetings to you all. In our recent meeting of the Justice Contacts and IPA
Core Team, joined by our partners at Caplor Horizons, we were invited to consider
“What are we doing over the next few months to link the IPA Priorities and our
local actions?”

Together, we explored the sub-points of each Priority
Action Area, detailed in the Education & Action for
Justice Strategy, as guidelines to demonstrate how local
action contributes directly to the commitments of the
IPA. I look forward to working with you all in the coming
months to clearly articulate this connection and help to
share your stories with the wider world.

Allow me to also take this opportunity to extend a warm congratulations to our
own Gemma Thomson, Justice Contact in Perth, Australia, who was recently
awarded Catholic Education in Western Australia’s (CEWA) Quality Catholic
Education (QCE) People’s Choice Award 2022 for the Presentation Reflection
Walk.

“Iona Presentation College’s Dean of Mission and Catholic Identity Gemma
Thomson spoke about the vision behind the College’s winning project, the
Presentation Reflection Walk. The pilgrimage consists of 13 stations marked with a
totem or plaque, access to a scripted narrative for each station using a QR code and
is able to be conducted in person on campus or online from anywhere in the world.

‘Our goal is to ensure that the
narrative of Venerable Nano
Nagle, the foundress of the
Presentation Sisters is known and
lived to all who are part of the Iona
community. This walk gives us the
opportunity to learn, pray and
reflect,’ she said.”

We are all encouraged and
inspired by this example of
leadership. Read the full story of the  2022 QCE Awards here and find more
information on the Presentation Reflection Walk here!

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting
Programme Action Leader
 
Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the
UN Representative

 

New York, November 2022
 

Dear friends,        

The 27th Conference of the Parties (COP27) to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change will be held in Egypt from 6 to 18 November
2022, seeking renewed solidarity among countries to deliver on the landmark

Paris Agreement,
for people and the
planet. Heads of
State, ministers
and negotiators,
along with climate
activists, mayors,
civil society

representatives and CEOs will meet in the Egyptian coastal city of Sharm el-Sheikh
for the largest annual gathering on climate action. You can learn more here.

COP27 will build on the outcomes of COP26 to deliver action on an array of issues
critical to tackling the climate emergency – from urgently reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, building resilience and adapting to the inevitable impacts of climate
change, to delivering on the commitments to finance climate action in developing
countries. UN Secretary-General António Guterres warned, “we are in a life-or-
death struggle for our own safety today and our survival tomorrow,”
saying there is no time for pointing fingers but instead requires “a quantum level
compromise between developed and emerging economies”.

Climate change is having a major
impact on a wide range of human
rights today, and could have a
cataclysmic impact in the future,
unless ambitious actions are
undertaken immediately. A year
ago, the Human Rights Council
decided to create the mandate of a
Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of
human rights in the context of
climate change. As climate change
is having a major impact on a wide array of human rights, several other mandate
holders are also actively addressing this issue. In this context, seven Special
Rapporteurs were brought together in a side event held at the UN HQ on October
20, 2022 under the title “A human rights-based approach to climate change”. A
momentous event which demonstrated how the climate crisis intersects and
interacts with the realization of fundamental human rights. Ms. Siobhan Mullally,
the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children,
was among the seven UN Special Rapporteurs (see photo on the right). She
presented inter alia the gender dimensions of trafficking in persons in the context
of climate change, displacement, and disaster risk reduction. All the speakers
provided recommendations to inform the upcoming COP27. You can find the
event’s recording here.
 
The Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR), on behalf of its 21 NGOs members here
at the UN HQ and in our common mission, has produced a useful guide to COP27.
You can access the JCoR guide here. It is available in three languages (English,

French and Spanish)!
Additionally, on each day
of the 27th Conference of
the Parties, the JCoR,
UISG and Dominican
Leadership Conference
invite you to pray in

solidarity with the whole Earth community and, in a special way, with the Catholic
Sisters, Brothers, priests, and other faith leaders who will be advocating for
environmental justice in the UN proceedings on the Sinai Peninsula. An online
GLOBAL PRAYER VIGIL FOR EARTH will take place on 7 November 2022
at 11:30 am (NY time). You can register here.

Join your sisters and brothers—in Sinai and around the world—in this “digital
pilgrimage” by participating in one or more of the activities recommended in this
JCoR flyer here. Links to all these documents and events can be found on the JCoR
guide shared above as well. We, in the JCoR, hope you will all make good use of
these resources and invite your communities around the world to pray in solidarity
with us throughout COP27, and to come together in a special way for the vigil on 7
November. Let's seize this unique opportunity to summon spiritual leadership to
meet the political moment!

On a different note, in less than a month, we will jointly celebrate and rally around
the  16 Days of Activism against Gender-based Violence! The  16 Days of
Activism against Gender-based
Violence is an annual international
campaign that kicks off on 25
November, the International Day
for the Elimination of Violence
against Women, and runs until 10
December, Human Rights Day
indicating that violence against
women is the most pervasive breach of human rights worldwide. It is used as an
organizing strategy by individuals and organizations around the world to call for
the prevention and elimination of violence against women and girls. In support of
this civil society initiative, the United Nations Secretary-General’s UNiTE by 2030
to End Violence against Women campaign  (UNiTE campaign) calls for global
actions to increase awareness and share knowledge and innovations.

The global theme for this year’s 16 Days
of Activism against Gender-Based
Violence is “UNITE! Activism to end
violence against women and girls”,
aiming to galvanize advocacy efforts and
call for solidarity with global feminist
movements, women’s rights activists and
especially the driving force behind them:
civil society and women’s rights
organizations. As in previous years, the
colour orange will be used to represent a
brighter future, free from violence against

women and girls, as a unifying theme running through all global actions of the
UNiTE campaign.

In line with the 2022 global umbrella theme, the Official UN Commemoration of
the International Day for the Elimination of VAW will be held on 23 November
2022. Details will be shared by the UN in due course. Updated info will be made
available here.

Throughout the 16 day-long period from 25 November to 10 December, all UNiTE
partners, including UN agencies, Generation Equality Forum Action Coalitions,
civil society, private sector, sports associations, youth groups, universities and
schools are inter alia encouraged to:

Coordinate orange events and activities to promote the need for greater
support and funding to women’s rights organizations as a key strategy for
preventing and eliminating VAWG.
Rollout a digital campaign focused on resisting the pushback and featuring
the work of women’s rights activists, survivors, human rights defenders etc.
across the world, calling upon all actors to become activists to end violence
against women.
Stimulate public conversations, hold virtual seminars or radio programmes
under the slogan, UNITE: Activism to End Violence against Women & Girls!”
to raise public awareness and encourage individuals, organizations and
others to take action during the 16 days.
Engage the media, opinion makers, and explore innovative approaches
through diverse medium to raise awareness of and promote greater
understanding of the urgent need to increase investments in inclusive,
comprehensive and long-term policies, strategies, programmes and resources
to prevent and respond to VAWG in public and private spaces and in
particular to invest in autonomous, feminist women’s rights movements.
Wear the colour orange, and “orange” virtual spaces e.g. websites, social
media accounts etc. on the 25 November and throughout the 16 days until 10
December.

Respectfully,
 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
IPA NGO Representative at the UN
October 29, 2022

Voices from the Grassroots
 

 "Presentation Sisters at the U.S.-Mexican border"

                  

“The Kino Border Initiative, thanks to a grant from the Hilton Foundation, is
offering women religious volunteer and advocacy training experience. This
experience will be offered at Kino four times during the year. All travel expenses
and housing are included for one month or more at Nogales, Mexico. At present
there are four of us volunteering: Mary Mongomery, a Sister of Providence from
Indiana; Jan Gregorcich, a Sister of Notre Dame from Wisconsin; Marge Healy, a
Presentation Sister from Iowa and myself. A house has been rented for one year for
this experience. It is located in a residential neighborhood about a 20-minute car
ride from the Kino Center. [...]

Kino, as well as other nonprofit organizations in Nogales, have been asked by U.S.
immigration to collect, check and prepare lists of people who may possibly qualify
for legal entrance into the U.S. (In the past this was done only by U.S. officials.)
Approximately 20 people are chosen from those lists by U.S. immigration to enter
daily. People entering now got on those lists back in December 2021. At present the
list is closed.

Back home I have often heard people say they don’t mind immigrants coming into
the U.S. as long as they come legally as their ancestors did. I have met no one yet
who desires to enter the U.S. in any other way but legally. As soon as they arrive,
they present themselves to the border crossing patrol asking for legal entrance. The
border patrol turns them back to Mexico. Some, hoping that the border will open
soon, will stay in the area; others decide to start anew in Nogales or nearby. Others,
out of desperation, will try the dangerous and costly way of the desert crossing.
Very few can go back home, because of extreme poverty and they have sold the
little they had to make the journey north or for fear of death for themselves and
their families by organized crime.” - Sr. Yliana Hernandez
 

We want to hear from you! Submit your "Stories of Impact" using the link HERE!        

More Upcoming Dates
 

- (5 November, 2022) World Tsunami Awareness Day
 

"Tsunamis can be deadly, but they needn’t be.
Early warning and early action are effective
tools to protect people, saving lives, and
preventing the hazard from becoming a
disaster. To be effective, tsunami early-warning
systems must cover every at-risk person, they
must be multi-hazard, and communities must
be prepared so they can act quickly. In
December 2015, the UN General Assembly
designated 5 November as World Tsunami
Awareness Day, calling on countries,
international bodies and civil society to raise

tsunami awareness and share innovative approaches to risk reduction."

- (6 November, 2022) International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the
Environment in War and Armed Conflict

"The United Nations attaches
great importance to ensuring that
action on the environment is part
of conflict prevention,
peacekeeping and peacebuilding
strategies, because there can be no
durable peace if the natural
resources that sustain livelihoods
and ecosystems are destroyed."

- (15 November, 2022) Day of 8 Billion

"On 15 November 2022, the world’s population is projected to reach 8 billion
people, a milestone in human development. This unprecedented growth is due to
the gradual increase in human lifespan owing to improvements in public health,
nutrition, personal hygiene and medicine."

- (16 November, 2022) International Day for Tolerance
 
"Tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciation of the rich diversity of our
world's cultures, our forms of expression and ways of being human." UNESCO's
1995 Declaration of Principles on Tolerance
- (20 November, 2022) World Children's Day

World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children's Day and
is celebrated on 20 November each year to promote international togetherness,
awareness among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare. November
20th is an important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN General Assembly
adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also the date in 1989 when
the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child."

- (25 November, 2022) International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women

 

Please share with your Sisters and Presentation People!
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